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not in a hurry to leave the easy pleasures of Sydney, The
French naval officers passed his interesting information on
to the French authorities.
As at that time France and Britain were fighting together
against Russia, Napoleon believed that Britain would not
risk breaking the alliance even if France did steal a march
in seizing New Caledonia. On April 29th, 1853, orders
were forwarded to the commander of the naval division at
Reunion and Indo-China to despatch the frigate Constantine
to take New Caledonia. Because of the uncertainties of
communications in those days, a duplicate set of instructions
was also forwarded to Admiral Febvrier Despointes in charge
of the Pacific squadron.
The instructions, which carried a special note from the
Emperor himself, were, to proceed to New Caledonia, to
hoist the French flag on two prominent parts of the island
in a permanent fashion and to establish two fortified posts
strong enough to resist any possible attacks by the natives.
Should, however, other Powers already have occupied the
island, the admirals were ordered to return to their bases,
avoiding at all costs any hostile action. The admirals were
furthermore enjoined to maintain strict secrecy about their
movements.
Some idea of the advance in communications during the
past 90 years is seen by the fact that Febvrier Despointes
received his orders at Callao on July 15th, while Montravel
received his at Macao on October 19th, six months after they
were despatched from France.
Febvrier Despointes set sail immediately on receiving his
orders, covering his tracks by announcing that he was
proceeding on a routine visit to Tahiti. Not until he had
actually left Tahiti on the last section of his voyage to New
Caledonia did he reveal the purpose of the voyage even to his
officers and crew.
To allay any suspicions at Tahiti, he took on only a few
provisions, but secretly arranged for another French boat in
Papeete harbour to establish a stock of food on a neighbour-
ing island, where Febvrier Despointes later collected them,

